
The story of the people who came to help. 
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Summary :  

A group of ordinary people, doing extraordinary things.  They have left their homes to help others find theirs.  A short form documentary (1 

hour) taking an inside look at the volunteers who risk their lives to provide safe passage to the refugees arriving at the island of Lesvos. 

What  i s  L ighthouse  Lesvos?  

By the end of December 2015, it was estimated that over a million men, women and children crossed the sea to Europe.* Tragically 3,735 of 

those souls were lost to it.* This film documents Lifeguard Hellas (International Greek Lifeguards), the volunteers who are stationed at 

Lighthouse Molyvos Beach, and the watchmen of Zone 5, on Lesvos Island. It is because of their efforts and acts of such selflessness, that so 

many lives have been saved. *UNHCR report. 

The film takes a detailed look into the lives of the volunteers, providing insight into the highs and lows of life on the island.  From their 

motivations for coming to help, the arrivals and rescues of refugees, the surprises, difficulties and living conditions, and how they grapple 

with the forces of nature along the coast of the Aegean Sea.  

Why th i s  s tory?  

Having recently wrapped shooting a feature length documentary titled ‘Somewhere Out There’ where we made the journey from Turkey to 

Germany documenting the refugee migration, we realised that there was a concurrent story. The story of the people who came to help. 

We have all seen the masses of coverage from the refugee’s perspective, however it is also interesting and important to detail the acts of those 

who have left their own homes and made sacrifices to help those caught in the crisis.  

The  Vo lunteer s  and  L i feguards :  

1. Ian Johnson - Isle of Wight, UK. Retired Doctor.

2. Robin Jenkins - London, UK. Retired Architect and member of RNLI (Royal National Lifeguard Institution)

3 . Nicole Emerson - Jacksonville, FL, USA. Ocean Beach Rescue, and volunteer for American Red Cross Lifesaving Corps.

4. Matt Chamberlain - Hawaii, USA. Ex-Navy rescue swimmer.

5. Josh Moroles - San Diego, CA, USA. Navy rescue swimmer and EMT trainee.

6 . Samuel Nacar - Albacete, Spain. Student and photographer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ts3_mzESHkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ts3_mzESHkQ
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jh2yrcnntmo2ikw/AAAn1aCmqgLN8vBZXKOcAWxqa?dl=0
http://www.unhcr.org/5683d0b56.html
https://www.facebook.com/somewhereoutthere.eu/


7. Panagiotis Koilakou (Παναγιώτης Κοιλάκος) - Athens, Greece. Volunteer firefighter.

8. Isidoros Plytas - Kalamata, Greece. Professional surfer.

9. Athanasios Vasilakos -  Argolis, Greece. Professional kite surfer.

10. Nikos Mavreas - Athens, Greece.  Ex-professional rugby player.

S ty le  

Before we set off on this journey, we were very clear in our vision, stylistically, we wanted combine both classic documentary film making, fly 

on the wall and observational told through a hard hitting, impactful, cinematic frame.  The film was shot in 4K with the Red Epic, Sony A7S 

with an Atoms 4k recorder, a DJI Ronin and the new Inspire 1 drone with the X5 4K camera.  

D i rec tor s  S ta tement  

I read over Christmas that the islanders and the volunteers had been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize and rightly so. Under a statement 

read "Ultimately we are not doing this for a prize, we are doing it because we are human beings and we must do everything we can to help 

each other.” As a filmmaker and director I wanted to use my skills in a way that would aid this crisis.  

Nikos Kazantzakis said ‘Since we cannot change reality, let us change the eyes which see reality.’ Mainstream media continues to present this 

situation as controversial - to me there is nothing controversial about a human being in need of help.  

We made this film to show what can happen when people come together instead of seeking to divide. 

-  J ames  A lexander ,  Di rec tor  
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